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P.WRITE: POW + W-W-W: Lesson #4  

 

Purpose: Review POW & W-W-W, Examine Prior Performance, Compare to Current 

Writing behavior and Establish Writing Goals 

 

Objectives: Review and practice POW and story part reminder; discuss pretest story, compare 

to current writing and establish goals for better stories 

 

Materials:  

 Scored Pretest 

  Story – Sly Fox 

 W-W-W graphic organizer 

 Self-Statements Sheet 

 Rocket Graphing Sheet 

 Mnemonic chart 

 Pencil 

 Scratch paper 

 Student folder 

 Positive Behavior 

Support tickets 

 

Behavioral Component: Review school-wide behavior goals. Remind students that Positive 

Behavior Support tickets can be earned during writing lessons. Use high rates of opportunities 

to respond and positive feedback throughout the lesson, and other appropriate management 

strategies as necessary. 

 

____ I. Test POW and W-W-W, What = 2, How =2 

 

Test to see if the students remember POW and story parts reminder by having them write the 

mnemonics out on a piece of scratch paper. To prepare the students for weaning off the graphic 

organizer, ask students to write POW across the top of the page and W-W-W down the left-

hand side of the sheet. Have students pair off and test each other if needed. 

 

____  II. Find W-W-W, What = 2, How = 2 in One More Story and Practice MDWs (IF 

NEEDED, SKIP IF NOT OR USE WITH INDIVIDUAL STUDENTS OR SMALL GROUP 

IF NEEDED) 

 

Pass out student folders. Put out W-W-W, What = 2, How = 2 reminder chart and graphic 

organizer. Go through one more example (Sly Fox) and have students verbally identify the 

parts: W = who is the main character, W = when did the story happen, W = where did the story 

take place, What = what did the main character do or want to do, What = what happens then, 

How = how did the main character or characters feel, How = how did the story end? 

 

Model making notes if necessary. Find MDWs. Emphasize these are short notes writers make 

before writing the story. For this paper, ask students if they can think of more or better 

parts or MDWs! Remind students the parts do not have to be written in any particular 

order. Ask students what MDWs can be used. EXAMINE the parts -  are they all there? 

 

 

____ III. Establish Prior Performance 

 

A.  Say, “Remember the stories you wrote before we learned POW and W-W-W?” Pass out 

each student‟s pretest story. 
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B.  Tell students you don‟t expect them to have all the parts in this story, they hadn‟t learned 

the trick yet! Have students read their stories and see which parts they have. Ask students 

to tell you if their score for themselves is the same as the score on their story, if the score is 

not the same discuss story individually.  

 

C.  Briefly discuss with students which parts they have and which they don't. Emphasize that 

they wrote this story before learning the “tricks” for writing. Now that they know the 

“tricks” their writing has already greatly improved. Compare the pretest story to the 

collaborative story and talk about what the students have learned about good writing. If any 

students are exhibiting frustration or are upset about their pretest story, encourage them to 

use a self-statement. 

 

D.  Set a goal to continue writing better papers. Remind them that good and powerful stories 

have all 7 parts,  make sense, use MDWs, and are fun to write and for others to read.   

 

E.  Say, “Our goal is to have all of the parts and „better‟ parts the next time we write a story.” 

 

____ IV. Lesson Wrap-Up  

 

A. Remind students they will come and write out POW and W-W-W, What=2, How=2 and 

tell what they mean from memory again next lesson. 

 
B. Give each student their own folder. Ask students to put their materials from the lesson in 

the folders. Collect folders. Tell students you will pass folders out for the next lesson. 
 

C. Determine if some of your students, the struggling writers, need a little more help with this 
lesson, and plan for this as possible. Check to be sure all students, including struggling 

writers, have memorized POW and W-W-W, What=2, How=2 by now.If some have not, 
provide extra practice. 
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The Sly Fox 

 Long, long ago, a sly fox lived in a den in a forest. Every 

day the fox looked for food. He was hungry. One day the fox 

saw a bird up in a tree eating just what he wanted – a piece of 

cheese. The fox decided to try and trick the robin into dropping 

the cheese. “Mrs. Robin,” said the fox, “I have heard that your 

voice is the best in the forest. I would love to hear you sing one 

of your songs.” The proud robin lifted her head to sing, but 

when she opened her beak, the piece of cheese fell to the 

ground. The fox laughed as he looked up at the robin, and 

gobbled up the cheese. He was proud of himself for fooling the 

robin and happy that he had the cheese.  
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The Sly Fox 

 Long, long ago (when), a sly fox (who) lived in a den in a 

forest (where). Every day the fox looked for food. He was 

hungry and wanted something new to eat (what he wanted). 

One day the fox saw a bird up in a tree eating just what he 

wanted – a piece of cheese. The fox decided to try and trick the 

robin into dropping the cheese. “Mrs. Robin,” said the fox, “I 

have heard that your voice is the best in the forest. I would love 

to hear you sing one of your songs.” The proud robin lifted her 

head to sing, but when she opened her beak, the piece of cheese 

fell to the ground (what happened). The fox laughed as he 

looked up at the robin, and gobbled up the cheese (ending). He 

was proud of himself for fooling the robin and happy (feelings) 

that he had the cheese.  

 

MDWs: sly, gobbled up, proud  -  can you add more? 


