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POW +TREE+TWA: LESSON #5 

This lesson may take more than one class session to complete.  

  

Purpose: Develop Background Knowledge, Discuss It  
 

Objectives: Discuss the TWA strategy as a good strategy for getting information from text that 

can be used in writing to persuade. The teacher will explain and discuss how to use the TWA 

strategy for informational text (to be used for persuasive writing) before, during, and after 

reading.  Students will orally state how the six steps of TWA are used before, during, and after 

reading.  

 

Materials: TWA mnemonic chart (copy for each student) 

 

_____I. Review POW+TREE and Introduce Reading Informational Text for Persuasive 

Writing 

 

A. Briefly review what students have learned about POW+TREE, including what they stand for 

and how they help us write to persuade a reader to agree with us. Note that up to now, we have 

been thinking of reasons and explanations on our own, using our own thoughts. Another 

important trick for writing powerful persuasive essays is to read about a topic to help identify 

reasons and explanations that can be persuasive for your readers and that you like. Text that 

gives you important information is called informational text. Summarize – it is called 

informational text because it gives you information on a topic! Spend a minute making sure 

students understand the term informational text (it is text that teaches you about something; it is 

text that gives you information about something, and so on). When an author writes to inform, 

we know to look for information such as main ideas and details. And, when an author writes 

to inform, the author often includes facts in the text (discuss the meaning of a fact).  

Summarize: informational text includes what? Main ideas, details, and facts. Main ideas, 

details, and facts can help us think about how to persuade our reader! The big ideas or 

main ideas might help us with reasons, and the details might help us with explanations or 

even reasons! Facts can help persuade a reader too. (How much you go on in further lessons 

discussing relationships between reasons and explanations with main ideas and details depends 

on what is appropriate for your students.) 

 

B. Tell the students that you are going to teach them a “trick” or “strategy” for reading 

informational text to add to their strategies for writing to persuade.  Tell them that the strategy 

will help them understand what they read and reading the text will help them think about reasons 

and explanations that can help them persuade their reader when they write about that topic. 

Discuss with the students: how reading informational text before they write could help with 

POW + TREE? You might remind them of the time they revised a persuasive essay about why 

all children should learn to use a computer. If they had an article to read about children and 

computers, how could that have helped? An article to read might give us more ideas for reasons 

to convince our readers and more ideas for explaining our reasons. The article might give us 

facts, and facts can be very convincing to a reader when we write to persuade.  
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C. If appropriate to your class, you can also talk about how informational text could include 

information that supports your position (we believed all children should learn to use a computer), 

but it also might include information that does not support your position or even could be used 

against your opinion. The author of the informational text is giving information, not trying to 

persuade the reader one way or another! Remember the persuasive essays about school 

uniforms? An article about school uniforms might give information on why they are good to 

require AND information about problems with requiring them. (If appropriate, you can spend a 

minute or two thinking of other topics that an informational article might have support for 

different opinions, such as going to school in the summer). If we read a text that gives 

information that can support more than one position, we have to decide what position we want 

to take before we write – just like T in TREE!  

 

D. Explain that sometimes students are given writing activities or writing tests where they are 

told what position to take. Ask students if they remember the writing tests they took before we 

started our lessons about tricks for writing: these tests asked students to write to persuade their 

classmates about things like conserving water, wearing bike helmets, and kids keeping fit. The 

test told them what side to take – for example, one test asked them to write an essay persuading 

their classmates to conserve water. So, T in TREE is given in the assignment or test.  Discuss 

with students that sometimes we have to write an argument that we may not really agree 

with, but we still have to do a good job and show what we know about writing to persuade. 

The school uniforms essays are good examples. Using your ideas and informational text, 

you could write an argument for either side! When you are being tested to see how well you 

can write to persuade, you want to use all the tricks you know.  

 

_____II.  Introduce TWA   

 

A. Display a TWA mnemonic chart so that only the heading “TWA” shows.  Uncover each part 

of the strategy as you introduce and discuss it.  Emphasize that TWA is a strategy that good 

readers often use before, during, and after reading.  Use the analogy of an airplane taking 

off.  For example, you might say, "With TWA we can take off with reading!  Just like a pilot of a 

plane, we are the pilots and in control of our reading.  Just like a pilot who does specific things 

before, during, and after a plane trip, we need to do things before, during, and after reading. 

Then, we can use what we have read to help us write to persuade.” 

 

_____III.  Introduce Think Before Reading 

 

A. Tell the students that there are two steps to complete when you “Think before reading.”  The 

first step is to “think about the author's purpose” (uncover this).  Use the pilot analogy - a pilot 

thinks about his or her purpose and then has an understanding of where he or she is to go. When 

an author writes informational text, the author is writing to share important information with the 

reader. (What is included – main ideas, details, and facts!) Authors can write for many other 

reasons and TWA can be changed to help you read other kinds of text, such as stories, but we 

will be using TWA now for informational text. When we read informational text, we can 

finish this sentence about the author’s purpose: The author wrote this text to inform me 

about _______________.  
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B. Uncover the second step, “think about your own ideas for reasons and explanations.”  Use 

the pilot analogy - the pilot of a plane knows a lot about flying. When pilots know where they are 

going, they begin to think about what they know about how to get there. When reading, thinking 

about your own ideas for reasons and explanations also helps you understand what you are 

reading and how the informational text can help you plan a persuasive essay. You can think 

about what information from the article you want to use to support your ideas AND you 

can find new ideas in the article. It is important to make notes on scratch paper for your 

own ideas.  

 

_____IV.  Introduce While Reading  

 

A. Tell the students that there are two things good readers do while reading. Uncover the first 

thing, “think about reading speed.”  Use the pilot analogy - a pilot must constantly check his or 

her speed.  Going too fast or too slow can have disastrous results. When reading, checking 

reading speed or pace is something good readers do as well.  Reading speed is important because 

reading too fast or slow can make it harder for you to understand and use what was read.  We 

need to read at different speeds sometimes.  For example, we might need to read our 

informational text very carefully so we would slow down, but a book we might read very 

quickly. 

 

B.  Uncover “Rereading and marking Rs and Es.” Use the pilot analogy - A good pilot keeps 

looking at the flight plan and marks off points on the flight plan. You can mark parts of the text 

that you could use as reasons or as explanations. (You will show the class ways they can mark 

the articles later.) Remember, you can think about what information from the article you 

want to use to support your ideas AND you can find new ideas in the article. 

 

 

_____V.  Introduce After Reading  

A.  Tell students that there are two things good readers do after reading informational text to help 

write persuasive essays. Uncover the first thing; Think about what will persuade your reader? 

After you have read the text carefully and marked ideas for reasons and explanations you like, 

now it is time to think about your reader and what reasons and explanations YOU want to 

use. These ideas can come from the article and from your own ideas. Briefly discuss: If you 

do not have a lot of time to write, you should also think about how many reasons you can write 

about in the time you have, and pick the ones you think are best. (This will be returned to later, 

just lay a brief groundwork here).  

 

B. Uncover Make notes for reasons and explanations you will write about. Now you get to 

use POW+TREE+TWA! Ask students if they remember how to make their own TREE 

planning sheet; review, POW across the top (if they want to) and T, Rs, and Es down the side. 

Make your writing notes, using ideas from the article and/or your own ideas. You can look back 

at the article as much as you want to. Be sure to use your own words when you write your 

notes and your essay because we aren’t allowed to copy other people’s words. If appropriate, 

you can explain the term plagiarism. What do you do after you make notes? Right – W = Write 

and Say More – now you write! 
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VI. Memorization Practice 

 

A.  Have the students write out the mnemonic for TWA with spaces for the two steps on scratch 

paper. First ask the students what the letter stands for. Then ask the students to check off spaces 

as they orally state each step that goes with the letter. Help as needed, let students help or quiz 

each other. Students only write the following: 

T           

W            

A          

 

B.  Review with students why it is important to use TWA before, while, and after reading. Stress 

that now when we write persuasive essays we will use POW+TREE+TWA! Using them all 

together will give us even more POWER for our writing. 

  

VII. Wrap-up. Have students add their TWA mnemonic sheet to their folders. Tell students that 

next time they will try to write out the TWA mnemonic (like above) and tell what it means. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TWA created by Linda Mason. Lesson plans from Karen Harris. 

 
T   Think Before Reading  

 

Think about: 

 The author's purpose     

 Your own ideas for reasons and explanations 

 

W  While Reading  

 

 Think about: 

 Reading Speed    

 Rereading and marking Rs and Es 

 

A  After Reading 

 

 Think about: 

 Think about what will persuade your reader?    

Make notes for reasons and explanations you will write about  

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


